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AAL’S context

NCA's 2006 Decadal Plan called for: -

“A peak body to coordinate Australia’s astronomical
activities and to represent it in international
partnerships.”

AAL Vision:

Astronomers in Australia will have access to the
best astronomical research infrastructure.

AAL Mission:

— Engage with Australian astronomers to advance the national research
Infrastructure priorities of the decadal plan.

— Advise the Australian Government on future investments.
— Manage investments.
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NCA Decadal Plan called for “A peak body to coordinate Australia’s astronomical activities and to represent it in international partnerships ... Such a body may not necessarily have formal authority over all the diverse elements that comprise Australian astronomy, but it can provide an effective governance mechanism … The ability to seek and administer funds will also be a key element in the effectiveness of such a body”

Mission:
Engage with Australian astronomers to advance the national research infrastructure priorities of the Australian astronomy decadal plan.
Advise the Australian Government on future investments in national astronomical research infrastructure.
Manage investments in national astronomical research infrastructure as required.


What 1s AAL?

Vision: Astronomers Iin Australia will have access
to the best astronomical research infrastructure.
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Essentially all institutions in Australia with a significant astronomy research program are AAL members

 This level of representativeness is one of the reasons why AAL has credibility with the Government



Member Representatives

Australian National University
CSIRO

Curtin University

Macquarie University

Monash University

Swinburne University
University of Adelaide
University of Melbourne
University of New South Wales
University of Queensland
University of Sydney
University of Tasmania
University of Western Australia

A/Prof Andrew Hopkins
Prof Matthew Colless
Dr Simon Johnston
Prof Steven Tingay
Prof Quentin Parker
Prof Alexander Heger
Prof Karl Glazebrook
Dr Gavin Rowell

Prof Rachel Webster
Prof John Storey

Prof Halina Rubinsztein-Dunlop
Prof Peter Tuthill

Prof John Dickey

Prof Peter Quinn
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Vacancies advertised Aug-Sept each year
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Vacancies for both Board and committee positions advertised August-Sept each year. 
Put your hand up for nominations!

Board: Term of office 3 years. 7 people – 2+ non-astronomers, max 5 astronomers. Directors chosen to bring a specified skill-set to the Board.

Committees: Term of 2 years. 8-10 people per committee. Appointed by Board to bring wide range of expertise + institutional and gender balance


AAL has now reached 27% female representation across our Board and committees; this is a significant improvement relative to our status of only 11% female representation during 2011, and approximately equals the percentage of astronomers in Australia who are female.


Board: Dr Brian Boyle; Dr Ian Chessell; Prof Warrick Couch; Prof Anne Green; Prof Robyn Owens; Prof Brian Schmidt; Prof Stuart Wyithe (Chair).

Committee chairs: John Storey (AAAC, UNSW); Andrew Hopkins (AeRAC, AAO); Chris Tinney (OTAC, UNSW); Naomi McClure-Griffiths (RTAC, CSIRO); Geraint Lewis (ASTAC, USyd)
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Grants awarded to AAL

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14

NCRIS2

ASKAP & MWA $6.63M
8m-access $4.30M
AAT $0.54M
GMT $0.00M
eResearch $0.19M
Antarctica $0.10M
Pierre Auger $0.05M
AAL $0.37M
Total $12.18M

www.astronomyaustralia.org.au



o Q\AL -supported projects and facilities

Operational facilities:

* Gemini & Magellan access

* MWA

* High-Performance Computing

* PLATOs

Projects:

» Giant Magellan Telescope

* HERMES & AAOmega upgrade
 ATCA C/X upgrade

* ASKAP

o All-Sky Virtual Observatory
eResearch Antarctica « Pierre Auger cloud detectors
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Some of the projects we handle funding for or support.


Thank You

Mita Brierley
Project Officer, AAL

Astronomy Australia Ltd.
P.O. Box 2100
Hawthorn, Victoria 3122

www.astronomyaustralia.org.au

mita.brierley@astronomyaustralia.org.au
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