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 May 2007 Committee Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the meeting held at 6:00pm on Thursday 3rd May 2007 in the seminar room of the Physics building at the University of Adelaide. (Written by L. Campbell on Tuesday May 15th 2007.)

Present:  
Dr Jamie Quinton
Dr Pina Dall'Armi-Stoks
Dr Laurence Campbell


Dr Matthew Fewell
Mr Mike Roach
A/Prof. Peter Veitch



Dr Sam Drake
Mr. Sean Manning 

Apologies:
Dr Olivia Samardzic
Dr Boris Blankleider
Dr Bruce Wedding


Mr Mark Bissett.

· Minutes of the last meeting:

· Bob Ellerman" should be "Rob Elliman".

· The "upcoming conference" was the "SASTA conference".

· "..crash investigation by Stewart, who is a good speaker." should be "..crash investigation by a speaker who may be contacted via Stewart Walker". 


Pina moved that the minutes be accepted, seconded by Matthew.

· Business arising from the minutes:

· Jamie is to follow up on the speaker on crash investigation with Stewart Walker.
· Pina arranged for Sam to contact Hedley Hanson. Sam reported that Hedley hasn't replied.

Chair's report:


Jamie reported that there was nothing to report.


(Sam Drake asked if his "speaker" document could be a living document on the secure area of the web page. Laurence is to investigate how to implement this.)

Tabled documents:


Laurence gave Jamie Wade's resignation letter to provide Wade's address so that Jamie can write a thankyou letter. Jamie promised to circulate this letter.

Treasurer's report:

· 
Matthew circulated a printed report.
· There was a query over the GST related to sharing of expenses for the joint meeting. Laurence explained that the AIP but not the ASSA can claim the GST back, so this has sometimes been taken into account in decided on the share of the expenses.

· Mike referred to an invoice of $1000 to be sent by Olivia for the South Australian Space School. Matthew hasn't seen it. Mike undertook to direct it to Matthew.

· Matthew said that this will bring the balance to below $3000, so he is to request more money from the Federal Treasurer. (Jamie asked him to ask for the procedure for this.)

Subcommittee reports: AIP2008:

· 
Peter reported that 6 responses from prospective Professional Conference Organisers were received and there is now a short list of 3. A meeting to make a choice is to be held next Thursday. One is a favourite on price, but the others are to be heard. The choices are:

· SAPMIA (recommended by SASTA)

· Event Planners

· Plevins (who received a good report from a "Soils" conference.

The preferred one will be forwarded to council for approval, followed by the Memorandum of Understanding, which the council must sign off before giving money.

· Subcommittee reports: Meetings:

· Terry Burns:

· He is from the Science and Engineering Challenge.

· Jamie has contacted him and asked him to give a members' talk. He is thrilled to do it, and is available in either of the weeks starting 28th May or 6th August.

· Sam is to contact him by phone, 0418 653 699.

· Terry has a PhD in Science communication. Jamie knows him well, and confirmed to Peter that he worked on outreach with John O'Connor.

· The purpose of the talk is to share experience and give us ideas for publicity and recruitment and outreach.

· Mike asked about inviting Physics teachers, as not every school does the challenge and so could recruit them. He suggested advertising on the SASTA (SSABSA?) web site.

· Other events:
· Sam reported that the next confirmed event is the joint meeting with ASSA on Tuesday October 2nd.

· Sam said that Tanya Monro has not replied.

· Jamie queried the June RACI meeting. Sam said that it's just a draft. Jamie asked about the level of commitment and thought that 5th June is too soon. He is to speak about it to the new Physics lecturer Gunther Anderson.

· Peter suggested Mark Buntine, on gas sniffing with lasers.

· Jamie said that Gunther is keen to do it and he will contact him.

· Pina told Peter that the WIP lecturer has not been announced. Jamie noted that it should be an international speaker this year. Peter suggested Jacki Davidson who worked on the airborne Infrared telescope and is coming back to Australia. Pina suggested he put this to Marian Stevens-Metcalf. Peter confirmed that he has the email address. Pina reported that nothing has been sent out on the issue.

· Peter suggested the Climate Change speakers from the Sydney seminar and handed a notice about it to Sam. He noted that the talk is ready to go and is a possibility for Science Week. 

· Sam summarised the possibilities:

· May (preferably late May) is better for Terry Burns.

· The RACI meeting on June 5th. (Jamie noted that he doesn't know the origin of the date.)

· The meeting with the IEEE (with speaker Tanya Monro) in July.

· The Science show by Wade and Sean in August.

· Sean reported that Wade is keen to do it but it is now harder for him to collaborate. There is funding from National Science week. They are aiming at years 7-10. Jamie noted that the original concept was to give us a lecture about it.

· Sam noted that "Antarctica" is the theme for science week. Jamie suggested asking the Federal Treasurer Marc Duldig about it. Peter suggested asking Olivia about getting funding from National Science Week. Laurence asked if he should forward an email about this. Pina noted that grants have already closed, but that Rona will take late applications. She suggested that this be deferred to the Education subcommittee.

· Sam reported that the talk on 2nd October will be "From dark room to digital" by David Malin, as organised by Dean Davidson. Laurence confirmed that the ASSA will have booked the lecture theatre. Sam is to order a platter. As Sam will be overseas, he is asking Boris to take over the organisation for this meeting.

· Sam reported that the astronomical public lecture by Fred Watson seems set for 15th October. He has asked Boris to take over organisation for this.

· Pina reported that in the past we have suggested a date for the WIP lecture and it has then been scheduled. Jamie suggested we set the middle of September. Peter suggested the second week of September, to be in semestre. Laurence suggested avoiding the 1st Wednesday in the month, as this clashes with ASSA meetings.

· It was decided that the AGM should be on Thursday 22nd November.

· Sam noted the idea of "Rough Science" for members on 14th. Dec. Sean is to contact Savage.

· Sam asked people to think about "Rough Science" and a debate. The latter requires a good convenor. Pina suggested discussing this at the "meetings" subcommittee meeting.

· Jamie suggested a hypothetical at the AGM.

· Subcommittee reports: Education:

· Pina reported on a meeting of the subcommittee:

· They received a background from Olivia and discussed ongoing activities.

· They have allocated leads on certain activities.

· Olivia is running the Super Science Quiz. She has applied for $765 from National Science Week. It is suggested that this year the $2 entrance fee goes to a humanitarian project.

· Pina is responsible for the  "excellence in Physics teaching" award, to be given this year at the launch of National Science week, so will advertise it. Jamie reported that two people at the SASTA conference asked how they could get to know about this. Pina suggested advertising through SASTA. Mike suggested the SABBSA Physics list. Pina agreed that this could allow Chemistry teachers to nominate Physics teachers. Mike said to send it to Cliff Rotherburg. He also suggested that Pina could subscribe to the SSABSA site and access it.

· Bruce is the lead for professional development, with two possibilities

· Cliff? (Peter said not now)

· ?

· Mike suggested to respond to something new in the course. Pina said that there will be a regular workshop as part of the SASTA conference each year, so it is more structured. Peter said that it should not be run through SASTA all the time as it is expensive for non-SASTA people to attend, so it is much better to go through SSABSA. He is not sure SASTA provides much and they wouldn't need registration. Pina said it is not like this.

·  A "careers' night" was discussed, in which 5 different people would be invited. Pina is to take this to the publicity subcommittee.

· There is still discussion of Science at primary schools.

Subcommittee reports: Science Policy:


Jamie said he has heard nothing from the national branch or Judith Pollard. He noted a concern about primary schools, and suggested to ask the government why Science is not being taught or being closed down. Peter noted that Mike Rann is cutting Science education. Pina said that she will forward this to Science Policy.

Subcommittee reports: Editorial:


Laurence reported that he had sent a report for Australian Physics and been told that it was on time.

· Subcommittee reports: Publicity and Recruitment:

· Jamie said he is finding it hard to organise a meeting and wants to hand convenorship of this to someone else. 

· Jamie referred to the request from the Federal Executive to identify potential fellows. Laurence said he had not done this because he had assumed that a database programmer should be able to do this easily for all branches using the national branch database. However, as Emma Jefferson has resigned and the national records are being handled on a temporary arrangement, he understands that the national branch cannot do this, and so he will do it.

Next meeting: 

In the seminar room, Physics Building, Adelaide Uni. at 6pm on Thursday 28th June 2007.







