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 March 2007 Committee Meeting Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held at 6:00pm on Thursday 29th March 2007 in the seminar room of the Physics building at the University of Adelaide. (Written by L. Campbell on Sunday 22nd April.)
Present:  
Dr Olivia Samardzic
Dr Pina Dall'Armi-Stoks
Dr Laurence Campbell


Dr Matthew Fewell
Dr Jamie Quinton
Dr Bruce Wedding



Dr Sam Drake
Dr Boris Blankleider 

Apologies:
Mr Mike Roach
A/Prof. Peter Veitch


Minutes of the last meeting:

   It was resolved that the reference to someone being too busy was misleading and should be removed. It was then proposed by Matthew and seconded by Olivia that the minutes be approved.

· Business arising from the minutes:

· Pina reported that Hedley Hanson had not responded, and that she is to follow it up. 

· Pina noted that private contact details for members are on the web site, but that a printed list would be better. She asked committee members to write their details down for a list that she is to circulate.

· Chair's report:
· Jamie noted the resignation of Wade Shiell and voiced a note of thanks to Wade for his work over the last few years. Olivia and Bruce suggested putting something to thank Wade on the web page, but it was resolved that Jamie should write a reference for him. Laurence is to send Jamie the branch letterhead.
· Report on the AIP council C59 (attended by Jamie, Olivia and Judith Pollard)
· The new registrar is Rob Loss
· Jamie has the Chair's report and the Treasurer's report for anyone interested.
· Two DSTO Honours scholarships were awarded, at Sydney and ANU.
· The branches are encouraged to seek sponsorship.
· We have submitted our budget but there has been no response
· We have been asked to do an analysis of the branch membership, which fell by 66 from 2005 to 2006. (nb The SA branch is the 3rd largest.) David Jamieson wants us to think about recruitment and has asked that we personally contact lapsed members.
· Olivia reported that Bob Loss decided to contact 2005-2006 lapses, but there was only one from South Australia and it was inappropriate to follow this case up. She clarified that lapsed members are not now billed for the lapsed period of membership if they rejoin.
· Pina noted the need to sell the AIP at public lectures, including bringing in physicists. Bruce demurred, noting a culture change is needed. He described the new Physicist as a step backwards.
· The double membership with the AIP is now a separate arrangement. Olivia explained that the previous system required too much overhead. Jamie noted that he was annoyed and overcharged. Olivia noted that there are problems with the web site.

· Jamie suggested that this discussion go to the Publicity and Recruitment subcommittee.

· Sam expressed disappointment with the Physicist. Olivia reported that the editor has resigned and a new one is needed.

· There was more discussion of recruitment of teachers:

· Pina suggested tutorials

· Olivia noted that teachers are looking for help with applications

· Bruce said there are problems, and noted high school teachers have membership of SASTA.

· Pina clarified that physicists, not teachers should do it. Bruce noted that it can not be state specific, and that with previous attempts (eg Fix on Physics) people were criticised by physicists for making an effort.

· Olivia referred to Reg Cahill's article, where no one was prepared to write a rebuttal. Pina suggested a response. Jamie noted that we had given this reponse already.

· Bruce agreed to go on the Publicity and Recruitment subcommittee.

· Proposal for a new web site. Bob Ellerman has offered an option and has sent details which Jamie has forwarded to committee members. Bruce and Blankleider suggested that the current SA site is better than the national one. Jamie suggested that people have a look.  Olivia noted that Bob Ellerman has been doing a good job to store information.

· Pina asked for someone to do an editorial for the next Australian Physics. Laurence said that he intends to do it before the submission deadline.

· Special project officers. Olivia and Scott Martin have been appointed to the federal executive.

· Olivia described the new national committee: 
President: Cathy Foley

Vice President: Brian James
Immediate Past President: David Jamieson

Special project officers: 

·    Scott Martin - tendering for Australian Physics

· Olivia - to liase between branches and the national branch: eg the national branch is not happy with arrangements for medals, and have never seen a medal. (Bruce suggested it be put on the web site. Laurence said he does this.) Boris asks what is at the root of the problem. Olivia referred to a six-week delay in correcting a name on the Gold Bragg Medal medal. Boris noted that his experience is the opposite, with the company being very helpful.

· Pina asked about the publicity officer. Olivia replied that the executive will reappoint her, but has asked herself to liase to get material out. This happened in the IYOP, but last year it didn't, except for media releases, where the national branch puts an emphasis.

· Jamie asked about the AIP Excellence in Teaching Award. Olivia reported that Ian Faulkner has been nominated, (late, by SASTA, in an email) and asked if it should be readvertised. There was consensus that the nomination be accepted. Olivia said that the selection criteria were not addressed but she will get this done. Jamie noted that the medal should be presented on 16th or 17th April at the upcoming conference. 
· Jamie suggested Wade's letter should be tabled, which Campbell did. Jamie reported that a student from Flinders is interested in being Student Coordinator, but he was happy to open up the position to other universities. It was decided to advertise it in the next newsletter, with a due date of Friday 27th April.

· Subcommittees: Meetings: 

· Sam apologised for not booking Union Hall, acknowledging that Olivia had helped in finding an alternative.

· There has been no action on the IEEE, ASSA or a debate. Sam noted that Wade had a lot of enthusiasm and raised the possibility of the involvement of the new Student Coordinator. Jamie and Olivia offered to help. Olivia asked Sam to call a meeting and send notice of it to the whole committee.

· Sam reported on day-to-day things:

· He has contacted Terry Burns, but got no response.

· There is a possible joint meeting with the RACI.

· He has send out a draft schedule, with gaps. He can send it again.

· Pina asked about Fred Watson.

· There is a good talk on the Physics involved in crash investigation by Stewart, who is a good speaker. 

· Pina noted that Hedley Hansen is interested in helping with presenters and suggested that Sam talk to him. (Jamie suggested that be can be on the subcommittee.)

· Olivia suggested consulting the national AIP pages for other speakers

· Pina suggested moving the discussion to the meetings subcommittee, and made some suggestions on organisation.

· Bruce requested that notices be sent as an attachment, not a web link.

· Olivia referred to the problem that Rob Loss was not met before dinner, and suggested that Sam should have contacted people to arrange this.

Treasurer's report:

·    Matthew referred to the report he had tabled earlier. He reported that there has been no income.

· Olivia reported that Mark Duldig will treat budgets with more scrutiny. She noted that we did everything right and everyone else got money but we did not.

· There was some discussion by Olivia, Jamie and Pina on the budget allocation and its timing. 

· Matthew asked for a copy of the budget and Olivia undertook to circulate it. Matthew asked for clarifiation that the formula is $2000 + $5*number of members + $3000 =$7700, so we will not get anything. Olivia agreed that we will not get anything. Matthew offered to provide other information if the committee wants it.

· Jamie reported that the national branch had approved the principle that he be reimbursed for the expenses at Lugamore's caffe, for the first committee meeting.

Subcommittee reports: AIP2008:

   Olivia reported that it is about to go to tender for a Professional Conference Organiser. She noted that John Thomas has joined the committee. The list of program chairs was tabled at the national council meeting and she has had some feedback. She is to individually contact the special topics groups. She noted the problems of having people on both the AIP and AIP2008 committees. A Memorandum of Understanding is being put together. Jamie sought clarification that the session chairs don't have to be from SA, which Olivia confirmed. Olivia said that she is still trying to limit the program committee to local people, but needs to contact the special topics groups.

Subcommittee reports: Education:

·    Pina reported that the subcommittee hasn't met, and will leave it until after the Space School. She said that she wants to look at primary and junior schools, noting that her own son gets science once a week, and there is no Science in the local girls' school.

· Bruce requested a list of subcommittee members. Campbell reported that this is available in the minutes of the first meeting.

Subcommittee reports: Awards:

   Blankleider reported that it is all done and gave the bills to the Treasurer.

Subcommittee reports: Student Activities:

   Jamie described the Student Night as very good, but noted that only Judith Pollard attended from Adelaide Uni. He reported that he had encouraged Flinders students to attend. Bruce said he had encouraged postgraduate students to attend, but had got no other staff or 3rd year or Honours students.

   Jamie noted that WARPED has elected a president (Aliesha). Pina explained that we give money to support student activities.

Subcommittee reports: Science Policy:

   Jamie reported no meeting has been held as there are no issues, and will work it on a "need to do" basis. Olivia reported that Judith Pollard is reviewing the whole Science policy and then will contact branches. Pina asked about national education. Olivia replied that it is handled by Mark Butler and Alex Merchant of RMIT.

Subcommittee reports: Publicity and Recruitment:

   Jamie reported that we have been asked to nominate people who should be nominated as fellows.  Bruce suggested that Laurence should find out who were members 10 years ago. Laurence agreed that he probably has the information. This must be done by the first week in June.

Any Other Business:

   Jamie said that he wants the Chair's Report to be brief. He noted that the meetings are taking too long, which he suggested was his fault. Bruce and Pina suggested that people should produce written reports and circulate them. Bruce said that he wants the emails about this to come from one person.

   Pina referred to the lack of a SA representative for Science Meets Parliament, noting that she had not been able to attend because Ian Bailey did not reply on the issue.

Date of next meeting: 

6pm in the seminar room, Physics Building, Adelaide Uni. at 6pm on Thursday 26th April 2007.







